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English; we hear, but cannot see the 
shock ; its terrors are increased by the 
cloudy veil in which it is involved. 
The wind freshens ; the smoke rolls 
away ; the armies gradually appear ; 
the chiefs, distinguished by their en- 
signs, now rush toi ward, now retire ; 
one moment sink, the next, recover; 
each is seen ; each is distinguished. 
We look for the hero ; we perceive 
him in the thickest of the right ; he 
disappears ; the battle thickens round 
him. A wounded knight is borne slow- 
ly from the field: it is Marmion: he is 
carried to the hi)!, and in his last mo- 
ments is indebted to the charitable as- 
sistance of the injured Clara. Sud- 
denly, the noise of the fray which 
had subsided for a moment, revives ; 
and Marmion, forgetting his wounds, 
exhausts his dying breath in an excla- 
mation worthy of a soldier. 

The war, that 1br a space did fail 

Now trebly thundering, swell'd the gale, 

And, "Stanley," was the cry i 
A light on Mariniou's visage spiead, 

And fiVd his glazing eye: 
With dying hand, iibovc his head, 
He wav'd the fragment of his blade, 

And shouted — " victory. 
Charge, Chester, charge — on, Stanley on," 
Were the last words of Marinion. 

Night separates the combatants, and 
discover.-, to the Scotch, who still faint- 
ly maintain the field, the discomfiture 
of their host, and the loss of their 
king. The poem concludes, as may 
be expected, by the marriage of Wil- 
ton and Clara. 

To quote ail the beautiful passages 
would be to copy nearly the whole can- 
to. To omit any would be injustice to 
all. We cannot however pass over the 
lollowing, not solely on account of its 
intrinsic merit, but because among 
many reflections interspersed through 



the work, which contribute very 
much to clog and impede the narrative, 
this is the only one which is free from 
this fault. 

O woman ! in our hours of ease, 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 
And variable as the shaile, 
By the light quivering aspen made; 
When pain and anguish wring the brow, 
A ministering angel thou ! — 
Scarce were the piteous accents said, 
When with the baron':- casque the maid, 

To the nigh streamlet ran; 
Forgot were hatred, wrongs, and feats; 
The plaintive voice alutie she he:.rs, 

Sees but the dying man. 

Such is the faint outline of this poem. 
In the narrow limits to which we are 
confined, it is impossible to do it com-' 
plete justice. We can neither dwell on 
its beauties, nor point out lis defects: 
nor is it necessary to enlarge on either ; 
both are of that striking kind which 
must arrest our notice, ihe beauties 
are often of the brightest, the si.bli- 
mest nature : the faults are chiefly 
those of haste, or over-confidence. 
The want of arrangement and perspi- 
cuity in the plot, the careless style of 
composition, the prosaic measures, 
the vulvar expressions', the latse rhi- 
nies, the grammatical errors which too 
often occur, might easily have been 
avoided. Had he followed the exam- 
ple of the great master of Latin poe- 
try; had his cooler judgment correct- 
ed the fervour of his imagination, we 
should have looked forward to the 
time, when posterity would place his 
name among the number of those, 
whose writings are handed down front 
age to age, through admiring genera- 
tions, a record of themselves and 
their country, when themselves and 
their country have ceased to exist. 
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To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

WITH pleasure observing that 
your prospectus has proposed 
admission to classical dissertations, I 

HF.LKA9T MAO- NO. III. 



submit to the inspection of yott and 
your revising committee, the tollowing 
essay, impartially wishing it whatever 
fate it merits, "l cannot express the 
pleasure! derive from making the Small- 
est contribution to so high" a depart- 
r f 
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merit of rotir n ork, and beg leave to 
assure you, thai as often as time, and 
as far as abilities allow, I shall always 
be proud of a similar honour. Its ob- 
ject is to notice some of the principal 
beauties in Homer's interview between 
Hector and Andromache, book vi. line 
3rJ£) ; and also to introduce such ex- 
amples from other illustrious authors 
as prove a consonance of sentiment. 
I am, &c. 

Lector. 
" Still i» our ears Andromache coin- 
pkiins, 
And still in sight the fate ot Troy re- 
mains ; 
Still AJ3X fights, still Hector's dragged 

along, 
Such strange enchantment dwells in Ho- 
rnet's son*, 
Whose birth could more than one poor 

realm adorn. 
For all the world is proud that he was 
born." 

at.cs.vs. 

HOMER, from his general majesty of 
style, the exceedingly great advantage 
to which he brings forward his charac- 
ters, the various use to which he adapts 
the flexibility of the Greek language, 
his strong tide of sentiment, and smooth 
flow of versilication, may be justly de- 
nominated the prince of heroic poetry. 
Among all his other excellent passages, 
the episode at present under considera- 
tion is seen to stand highly eminent. 
The tender emotions felt on the part 
of Andromache ; and the gentle sym- 
pathy, but invincible manhood of lie-- 
tor, are valid proofsof his critical power 
of characterizing, and accurate know- 
1 edge of human nature. 

Hector, the son of Priam by Hecuba, 
on account of his superior valour, was 
chosen leader of the Trojans against 
the Greeks.' His strength also, and 
his size, as would appear from the 
epithet fj-iya^ so frequently applied to 
him, and the iyyc; SJ/' kvifiKayrtiyv, 
did not fall short of his heroic magna- 
nimity. He 'married Andromache, 
daughter of Eetion king of Thebes, 
who herself was bold and of tall stature, 
which Juvenal, describing a lady's 
mode of dressing for an interview with 
her gallant, seems to glance at: 

" Tot prcmit ordinibus, tot adhuc com- 
pagihus altum 
^editicat caput : A.iidromaclien a fronte 
vidtbis." 



The first place in which otir hero n 
brought conspicuously forward, is in 
the v. book of the "Iliad, line 467, 
where he receives a high compliment 
from Mars, in the form of Acanias, 
who upbraids the supineuess of the 
Trojans with regard to iKneas, saying, 
"A hero lies, whom we respect equal 
even to the god-like Hector." In some 
subsequent lines he appears to diffuse 
his own martial ardour through the 
Trojan ranks with much effect, when 
roused by the reprimand of Sarpedon, 
a reprimand indeed whichretlects much 
lustre on the character of that gallant 
I.ycian. In line 590, he re-appears, 
painted in the strongest colours, thing 
to meet Menelaus and Antilochus, at- 
tended by Mars and his terror-clad 
daughter Bellona. From him the bokf 
Diomede himself turns with dismay, 
as a traveller turns from the impassable- 
torrent which irresistibly hurries all 
before it to the vast ocean. Here Me- 
neslhes and Anchiahis fall by his mighty 
hand ;■ and in line 680, he comes to t lie- 
assistance of the Lycians, clothed in all 
the horrors of destruction : he passes 
by the wounded Sarpedon, seemingly 
deaf to his affecting cries, but impelled 
by the ardent desire of Grecian slaugh- 
ter: the darts of death, lie scatters 
with incalculable profuseness, slaying 
Teuthras, Orestes, and others. In the 
vi. book, line 102, he rushes with much 
vehemence into the thickest of the 
fight, recals the courage of the Trojans, 
and succeeds in the repulse of the ene- 
my : he delivers to his men the most 
animating exhortations to battle, and 
goes to instruct the council and wives 
in the city to offer prayers and sacri 
tices, to the gods for their success. When 
he arrives at the Scran gate, the females' 
anxiety for the fate of their relations, 
is extremely natural. Among the rest, 
his mother accosts him in the most ten- 
der manner ; but he answers her in a 
speech which evinces much self-denial 
and piety. He -enters the palace of 
Paris, and rouses him to a sense of du- 
ty, by upbraiding him with kindling a 
flame to which he wasuuwilling to lend 
his support ; is addressed by his sister 
Helen in terms of penitence for her 
crime, and the difficulties in which she 
had involved him ; but impatient of 
delay, expresses much anxiety to see 
his beloved wife and family, ignorant 
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if he shall ever again return from the 
iield of slaughter. 

" For Hector in his blaze of wrath sub- 
scribes 
To tender objects." 

To hisownhouse he hastens; hut there 
finds not the fair object of his quest, 
whose mental uneasiness had led her 
to the top of [lion, thence to view 
the field of her husband's glory, but 
dreaded danger. 

Says Kin gal toCochullin, of his wife, 

"See Ikagela leaning on a rock: 
her leader eye is in tears, and the 
winds lift her long hair from her heav- 
ing breast." 

lie inquires, and is informed whi- 
ther she had gone. With hasty steps 
he returns in search of her, who was 
bound to his heart, not only by the nup- 
tial chain, but also by her fidelity and 
■virtue; which our author does not fail 
to express by the word «</w.of*. 
They were indeed alike endeared to 
each" other: she to him by her chastity, 
he to -her by his courage. 

•' He hath a lady, wiser, fairer, truer, 
Than ever Greek did compass in his aims." 

Lo ! he meets her. Let the heart 
feel, for words cannot express what 
follows. Yes, the scene w as conceiv- 
ed, and expressed by Homer, in 
terms which alone would be sufficient 
to place him on the highest pinna- 
cle of fame, and immortalize his po- 
etic talents. She comes running to- 
meet him, accompanied by her nuree, 
with his dear infant in her arms, 
like to a beautiful star. How expres- 
sive of the beauty and unspotted inno- 
cence of the child ; and how well cal- 
culated, from the sublimity of the 
simile, to inspire a high idea of the 
object ! As an instance of stars being 
emblematic of purity, perhaps might 
be adduced the words of Othello, 
v. hen about to take the life of his wife : 
*' Let me not name it to you, ye chaste 
stars." &c. 

On Astyanax he smiles, in whom 
were centered his highest hopes, and all 
tiie strong affections, which the mo- 
ther so abundantly shared. He is o- 
verwhelmed with joy, and stands, 
/</W t< Tctifd, gazing upon his son, 
in a state of silent incapability. Andro- 
mache meantime issues the mingled 



tear of joy for his approach, and dread 
of his departure. 

" LachryimeqiM! decors, 

Gratior & pulch.ro veniens in corpoce 

virtus." 
She hangs upon his hand, studies what 
words will be most availing, and with 
difficulty utters them. Surely no form 
of address could more readily insinuate 
its way to the human breast than hers : 
she knows the greatness of his soul; 
commences by paying a compliment to 
his courage, ami warns him that this 
very courage will end his life. 

" Oy, Trojans, cry; lend me ten thou- 
sand eyes. 
And I will (ill thein with prophetic tears." 

She then touches the string of his 
parental and conjugal feelings. She 
brings to his mind her desolate state. 
She has no father; no mother; no friends; 
but in him she hnds a substitute for all : 
thus by risking his own life, will he 
put to second death all her relations. 
Nothing could exceed the power of the 
sentence, 

to express the depth of her misery af- 
ter his death. Then the sun of joy will 
never dart his beams on her forsaken 
head ; but the dark clouds of grief will 
continually involve h-r....she will hur« 
ry to the tomb for relief. 

VV r hether it is natural for her, when 
under the influence of such keen sor- 
row, to detail the maimer of her re- 
lations' death, is, with much diffidence, 
questioned by the writer. Surely the 
force of the piece would have been 
better collected without that umiecest 
sary intermission of passion, whim ap- 
pears from line 413 to 42S. But so 
trilling an objection, even if admitted, 
would he but an inconsiderable speck 
on a surface of such abundant beauty. 
She most pathetically entreat:, him to 
remain in the towei ; i|ot tp avoid 
death, as fearing it on his own account ; 
but lest he should leave h<er a miserable 
widow, and his boy a heluless orphan. 
Language how well suited to melt the 
heart of the generous warrior 1 But 
alas! it is unavailing, and the failure is 

*"Oh! grant me fods, e'er Hector 
intets his doom, 
All 1 can ak of lwuveo, *n earty tomb." 

Pot*. 
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ready to draw tears from the eye of 
the sensible reader. On this subject, 
the pathetic words of Hector's sister, 
Cassandra, by the immortal Shakes- 
peare, are worthy of being quoted: 
thry are indeed alike fruitless in caus- 
ing his stay : 

" O farewell dear Hector ! 
Look how thou diest; look how thine eyes 

turn pal*. ! 
Look how tliy wounds do bleed at many 

rents ! 
Hark, how Troy wars j how Hecuba cries 

out ; 
How poor Andromache shrills her dolour 

fori!) ! 
Lehold diffraction, frenzy, and amaze- 
ment, 



Like witless antirs, one another meet 
And all cry, Hector, Hector's dead! 0! 
Hector !" 

For a passage of import somewhat si- 
milar, see Virgil, iEneidiv, line 314, the 
words of Dido, to .,-Eneas : " Mene tu- 
gis ? " &c. There is however this dif- 
ference: Andromache is a wife, Dido 
only a lover, consequently has no pos- 
terity to whom her care cim be extend- 
ed ; yet she is represented as loving 
JEneas even to madness, using both 
prayers and threats to cause his stav • 
but lie too perseveres with inflexibility,' 
in consequence of which Dido puts jti 
end to her own existence. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 



LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



nrsTottv. 
TflF. Chronicle of the Cid Rodripro Diaz 
Ac Bivar, the Campoadur. From the 
.Spanish, hy 11. Suuthey, 4to. 11. 13s. 
boards. 

Broon.ApuY. 

The original and only authentic Life of 
G. Mcrcland, hy Collins, 5s. boards. 
. The Life and Pontificate of LeoX. by 
Wm, Knscoe, 2d edition, 6 vols. Svo. 31. 
3s. hoards. 

The Life of George Washington, Com- 
mander in Chief of the American Forces, 
&e. compiled under the inspection of his 
nephew and heir, the lion. Bushrod 
Washington -. by John Marshall, 4to. T-i 
guineas, boards. 

VOYAGES ANO TRAVELS. 

Letters written dnrinsashort residence 
in Spain and Portugal, by Robert Southey, 
new edition, 2 vols. Svo. 10s. Od. boards. 

l'OLITICS. 

The Objections to the Appointmentof the 
Duke of York to the Command of the Brit- 
ihh Army in Spain, briefly answered, 2s. 

SCIENCE. 

Practical Electricity and Galvanism; 
by John Cnthbertson, Svo. 10s. 6d. 
boards. 

A Treatise on Land Surveying, by 
Thomas J)ix, 3d edition, Svo. 7s. bound. 

MEDICINE. 

Principles of Surgery, for the use of 
Surgical Students; a new edition, with 
additions, by John Pearson, Svo. 8s. dd. 
boards. 

Disorders of Childhood; with Directions 
for the management of Infants from the 



Birth, adapted to domestic use, Id edit. 
+ vols. Si'o. 1 '2s. hoards. 

Observations on Morbid Poisons, in 
two parts, by Joseph Adams, M.D. 4to. 
11. .Is. boards. 

The Medical and Surgical Spectator 
No. 3, '2s. 6ij. sewed. . 

Important Researches upon the exis. 
fence, naritreand Communication o ? syp- 
hilitic Infection in Pregnant Women, 
new born Infants and Nurses, by the late 
P. A. V. Mnlion, 3s. 6d . 

The Medical Observer, No. 13. 

Buehaii's Domestic Medicine, No. 1, 
of a new edition, Is. 

A System of ' he Anatomy of the human 
body, by A. Pyfe, '2d. edit. "enlarged, with 
plates-, 3 vols, royal 4to., 3 guineas, plain, 
1 guineas, coloured. 

Practical Observations on Insanity; by 
J. M. fox-, M. D. Svo. 5s. boards. 

Remarks on the frequency and fatality 
of different Diseases, particularly on the 
progressive increase of Consumption, by 
W. Woolcombe, M.D. Svo. 6s. boards. 

EDUCATION. 

Advice to yout.e Ladies, on the Im- 
provement of the Mind, and the Conduct, 
of Life, by Thomas Broadhurst, 4s. dd. 
extra, boards. 

DRAMA. 

Plays of William Shakespeare, from 
the correct text of the edition of Isaae 
Reid, esq. stereotype edition, No. II, 
foolscap, Svo, Is. fid. demy Svo. 2s. fid. 

NOVELS. 

Geraldine Faulcoriberg, by the author 
of Clareiitine, 3 vols. K mo. l'2s. 



